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Abstract 
This study aims to identify and examine word form errors in the speeches of ninth-grade students at SMP 
Negeri 1 Banguntapan. The focus of the study is on morphology as an important part of word formation 
in accordance with Indonesian language rules. This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach. Data 
were collected through documentation techniques in the form of student speeches on the theme of “The 
Dangers of Smoking for Students.” The data were analyzed using morphological theory to find errors, 
particularly in the use of affixes, reduplication, and non-standard word forms. The results of the study 
show that there were 14 morphological errors in the analyzed speech texts. These errors include 
inaccuracies in the use of prefixes, the selection of repeated words, and the use of word forms that do not 
conform to standard Indonesian language structure. These findings indicate that students' understanding 
of morphology is still low and needs to be improved through language learning that emphasizes 
systematic practice in composing speeches that conform to formal language rules.  
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Abstrak 
 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi dan mengkaji kesalahan bentuk kata dalam tuturan siswa 
kelas sembilan di SMP Negeri 1 Banguntapan. Fokus penelitian ini adalah morfologi sebagai bagian 
penting dari pembentukan kata sesuai dengan kaidah bahasa Indonesia. Penelitian ini menggunakan 
pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif. Data dikumpulkan melalui teknik dokumentasi berupa tuturan siswa 
dengan tema "Bahaya Merokok bagi Siswa". Data dianalisis menggunakan teori morfologi untuk 
menemukan kesalahan, terutama pada penggunaan afiks, reduplikasi, dan bentuk kata yang tidak baku. 
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan terdapat 14 kesalahan morfologi dalam teks tuturan yang dianalisis. 
Kesalahan-kesalahan ini meliputi ketidaktepatan penggunaan awalan, pemilihan kata yang berulang, 
dan penggunaan bentuk kata yang tidak sesuai dengan struktur bahasa Indonesia baku. Temuan ini 
menunjukkan bahwa pemahaman siswa tentang morfologi masih rendah dan perlu ditingkatkan melalui 
pembelajaran bahasa yang menekankan latihan sistematis dalam menyusun tuturan yang sesuai dengan 
kaidah bahasa formal. 
 
Kata kunci: Kesalahan bahasa, morfologi, tuturan 
 
Introduction  
Speech is generally delivered by an individual who conveys statements and messages on a 
particular topic or event. A speech is a form of oral expression of ideas or thoughts directed at an 
audience, with the aim of offering congratulations, welcoming guests, commemorating significant 
events, and supporting various other activities. Fundamentally, speech is a form of monologue art 
in the ability to speak. Speech is interactive in nature, meaning the speaker must pay attention to 
the audience even though they do most of the talking. The audience must also pay attention to the 
messages delivered by the speaker, both verbally and nonverbally, so that the intended meaning or 
information can be fully and accurately understood (Astuti, 2018). In delivering speeches, errors 
often occur due to various factors, including lack of preparation, poor understanding of the 
material, limited communication skills, and insufficient practice. One common error in speeches 
is language error. According to Suryaningsi (2018), there are three factors that may cause someone 
to make mistakes in language use. First, the language previously mastered can influence the use 
of a new language. Second, the language user may lack a good understanding of the language 
being used. Third, the method of language teaching received might be inappropriate or inadequate. 
To identify the various types of language errors, an analysis of language errors can be conducted. 

This study is relevant to the research conducted by Kasihani Giawa (2022) entitled 
Analysis of Language Errors in Reading Speech Texts by Grade VIII Students at SMP Negeri 1 
Lölöwa’u. The study aimed to 1) describe the types of language errors made by eighth-grade 
students when reading speech texts during the 2021/2022 academic year. The approach used was 
qualitative with a descriptive design. The findings indicated six errors involving phoneme addition 
and 21 errors involving phoneme omission, made by students during speech reading. These 
language error data were obtained through video recordings of students taking turns reading the 
speech texts. These recordings were then analyzed to identify the types of errors that occurred 
during the reading process. This study also relates to research conducted by Wara Anggreni (2021) 
entitled Analysis of Language Errors in Student Speeches at MPBI-UMS. The study aimed to 
describe the types of language errors in speeches by university students running for regional head 
in Kulon Progo. The method used was qualitative descriptive. The results showed that the students’ 
speeches contained five categories of language errors: (1) phonological errors, (2) morphological 
errors, (3) syntactic errors, (4) sociolinguistic errors, and (5) errors in the use of capital letters and 
punctuation. 

Another relevant study was conducted by Fanesia Debi (2021) titled Analysis of Language 
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Errors in the Syntactic Level in President Jokowi’s Speech at the UN General Assembly. Language 
errors refer to deviations from the proper norms of the language being used. According to 
Mubarokah and Rosita (2019), language is an essential element that ensures the continuation of 
social interaction, both spoken and written. Using correct and appropriate language in 
communication aims to convey messages clearly and effectively. As a tool of communication, 
language includes both spoken and written forms. Therefore, to use language effectively, 
individuals must possess and master adequate language skills. 

Another relevant study was conducted by Mohammad Aris (2024), titled Study of 
Phonological Errors in President Joko Widodo’s Speech Recordings. This study aimed to analyze 
pronunciation errors found in video recordings of President Joko Widodo’s speeches and to 
describe the types of phonological errors identified. A qualitative approach was used in this study. 
The findings required an understanding of phonetic analysis and included several examples of 
phonological errors found in the speeches. A similar study was also conducted by Tri Santoso 
(2018), titled Analysis of Language Errors in Speeches by Graduate Students of Language Studies 
at Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta Acting as Regional Head Candidates in Blora Regency. 
The study aimed to describe the various types of language errors found in speeches by graduate 
students acting as regional head candidates. A qualitative method was used. The findings showed 
five categories of language errors in the speeches: (1) phonological errors including phoneme 
changes, phoneme formation, and incorrect pronunciation; (2) morphological errors such as 
preposition usage, reduplication, pleonasm, and improper use of affixes such as meN- with -kan; 
(3) syntactic errors including ambiguous sentences, excessive word usage, unclear sentence types, 
and inappropriate word choice; (4) sociolinguistic errors involving code-mixing within a single 
sentence; and (5) spelling errors related to incorrect use of capital letters and punctuation. 

Research by Debi et al. (2021) also indicated that syntactic and semantic errors can affect 
the effectiveness of message delivery in speeches. In their study, a semantic error occurred with 
the use of the word “teaching” in the context of offering a cigarette, which should have been 
replaced with “offer”. This highlights that improper word choice can significantly lead to 
misunderstandings in meaning. 

This research also aligns with the study by Zakiyyah et al. (2024), which stated that 
morphological errors in student report texts at vocational schools frequently occur due to a lack of 
understanding of proper word formation in accordance with Indonesian language rules. This 
indicates that morphological problems not only occur at the junior high school level but also 
continue into higher levels of education if not addressed early on. 

This study aims to identify and examine language errors in speech texts composed by ninth-
grade students at SMP Negeri 1 Banguntapan. Language error analysis is crucial as it allows for 
improvements and supports the process of language learning. It also helps teachers in designing 
more effective and relevant teaching strategies to guide students’ language skills. The goal of 
language error analysis is to help educators recognize and identify mistakes made by learners 
systematically and structurally (Inderasari & Tiya, 2017). 

A related study was also conducted by Purnomo (2025) titled Affixation and Reduplication 
Errors in Narrative Essays by Seventh-Grade Students of SMP Negeri 1 Colomadu. This research 
used a qualitative descriptive method to analyze errors in the use of prefixes, prepositions, and 
reduplication in students’ writing in Indonesian. The main focus was on identifying mistakes in 
the use of the prefix di-, the preposition di-, the prefix ke-, and reduplication of nouns and verbs. 
The analysis showed that these errors were generally caused by students’ lack of understanding of 
the proper rules of standard Indonesian. The most prominent errors were: the incorrect merging of 
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the preposition di and ke with location nouns (e.g., dipantai instead of di pantai, kebali instead of 
ke Bali), the separation of the prefix di- from passive verbs (e.g., di kunjungi instead of 
dikunjungi), and the unnecessary use of reduplication to express plural meaning (e.g., tourists-
tourists even though tourists is already sufficient)..  
 
 
Method 
This study employs a descriptive qualitative approach, emphasizing text analysis. Qualitative 
research is descriptive in nature, meaning that the data obtained are presented in the form of words 
or images. Thus, qualitative research focuses more on the process than on numbers and emphasizes 
the meaning or information behind the observations made (Zakiyyah, 2024). The data collection 
method used in this study is documentation. The data consist of speech manuscripts written by 
ninth-grade students, gathered from written texts submitted as part of a school assignment. The 
researcher chose to analyze speeches with the theme “The Dangers of Smoking for Students” 
because this topic is considered socially relevant and likely to contain errors in word choice and 
meaning. After the texts were collected, the researcher selected manuscripts that met the criteria 
for complete speech structure and represented language errors. These texts were then analyzed 
using a morphological approach to identify word formation errors and a semantic analysis to 
examine meaning-related errors. The documentation technique was chosen as it is suitable for 
exploring written data in depth without interfering with the students’ text-writing process. The 
speech text analyzed was delivered by a ninth-grade student and centered on the theme of the 
dangers of smoking for students. The text was examined to identify words that did not conform to 
the morphological rules of the Indonesian language. The errors found were analyzed in relation to 
their contextual meaning and how they affected comprehension of the speech content. The results 
of this analysis were compared with findings from scholarly journals or academic articles to 
strengthen the validity of the analysis. After identifying the errors, the researcher provided 
recommendations for correction. 
 
Result and Discussion  
The analysis of errors in the use of the Indonesian language is a process aimed at identifying and 
explaining mistakes that occur in both spoken and written Indonesian. This process involves 
several stages, including data collection, identification of error types, explanation of error causes, 
categorization based on contributing factors, and evaluation of error severity. One type of language 
error is morphological error, which involves mistakes in word formation. This includes errors in 
the use of affixes, inappropriate word reduplication, incorrect compound word construction, and 
the use of word forms that do not follow linguistic rules. In short, such errors occur when the way 
a word is formed and used does not conform to established norms. Morphology is a crucial branch 
of linguistics in this analysis, as it forms the basis for constructing words, clauses, phrases, and 
sentence structures (Aprilia et al., 2020). Morphological errors relate to the structure and meaning 
of words. Word form refers to the auditory or visual appearance of a word in a language, including 
its formation process. Meaning, in the context of language, refers to the definition or intention 
behind a word, expression, or message. Meaning can be understood as the connection between 
language as a symbol and the reality or objects beyond language, which is interpreted through 
mutual agreement among language users so that the intended message can be collectively 
understood.. 
1. Word From Errors 

Errors in word formation, also known as morphological errors, are mistakes that occur 
when word formation does not follow the grammatical rules or norms of standard Indonesian. Such 
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errors are often caused by the influence of everyday language habits that carry over into 
formal situations, a lack of practice in writing texts according to linguistic norms, and limited 
exposure to the consistent use of standard language in educational settings.	The speech 
delivered by a junior high school student discussed the dangers of smoking among students. The 
analysis focused on errors in the choice of word forms (morphological aspects), including 
affixation, the use of standard versus nonstandard forms, and word meaning appropriateness. The 
word formation errors found in the speech include the following:	
 

Table 1. Word From Errors 
No Wrong 

Sentence 
Corrective 
Sentence 

Error Type Explanation 

1. Saya sudah 
Mahendra dari 
kelas 9A 

Saya Mahendra 
dari kelas 9A 

Morphological The word ‘sudah’ indicates the 
past tense aspect and is not 
appropriate in the context of self-
introduction. The correct form is 
‘saya Mahendra’ or ‘saya adalah 
Mahendra’. 

2 Selalu serta 
salam kita 
panjatkan  

Sholawat serta 
salam kita 
panjatkan  

Morphological The phrase ‘selalu serta salam’ is 
not commonly used and is not 
morphologically correct. The 
correct one is “sholawat serta 
salam” because it is a fixed phrase 
in the culture of speech. 

3. Menyulap 
berbagai 
macam penyakit  

Menyebabkan 
berbagai macam 
penyakit 

Morphological ‘menyulap’ means to make a 
change by a magical act, which is 
not in the medical context. A more 
appropriate word would be 
“menyebabkan” 

4. Karsinogenik 
yaitu zat yang 
merusak gen 

Zat karsinogenik 
yaitu zat yang 
merusak sel dalam 
tubuh 

Morphological “karsinogenik” is a property of a 
substance, not the substance itself. 
Also, in a general medical context, 
cells are more appropriate to use 
than genes. 

5. Sering 
menghirup asap 
rokok secara 
pasif 

Menjadi perokok 
pasif yang sering 
menghirup asap 
rokok 

Morphological “secara pasif” is not an accurate 
term to describe the subject. The 
phrase “perokok pasif” is the 
correct term.  

6. Kita 
memberikan 
nasehat 

Kita memberikan 
nasihat 

Non-standard 
words 

The word "nasehat" is a non-
standard form, while "nasihat" is 
in accordance with KBBI. 

7. Kelam saat ada 
keinginan untuk 
merokok 

Bahayanya rokok 
bagi masa depan 
yang kelam 

Morphological The word “kelam” does not have a 
clear object or subject in the 
sentence. Its position needs to be 
rearranged so that the meaning is 
clear. 

8. Saya sudah Saya adalah Morphological Same as data no. 1, the wrong use 
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Mahendra Mahendra of the word "sudah" in the 
introduction. 

 
This type of error indicates that the student has not fully understood the rules of word 

formation and the use of standard forms in formal contexts such as public speaking. The use of 
inappropriate word forms, whether in terms of affixation or standardization, can affect the clarity 
of the overall sentence structure. In the context of public communication, this becomes a barrier 
to delivering messages in a systematic, clear, and convincing manner. This is in line with the study 
by Anggreni (2021), which identified five categories of language errors: phonological, 
morphological, syntactic, sociolinguistic, and the use of capital letters and punctuation. 
Morphological errors frequently occur due to a weak understanding of word forms and affixation 
rules. Another relevant study was conducted by Zakiyyah et al. (2024), focusing on morphological 
errors in vocational high school students’ report texts. The results showed that morphological 
errors often occur due to a lack of understanding of word formation in accordance with Indonesian 
language norms, and that this issue can persist into higher levels of education if not addressed 
promptly. This study is also consistent with research by Tri Santoso (2018), which focused on the 
analysis of language errors in speeches by graduate students acting as regional head candidates. 
The study found errors in phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, and spelling. 
Morphological errors included mistakes in preposition usage, reduplication, pleonasm, and the 
incorrect combination of the prefix meN- with the suffix -kan. 
 
2. Misuse Of Prefixes 

A prefix is a type of affix that is a bound morpheme attached to the beginning of a root 
word to form a new word with a different meaning or function from the original. Specifically, a 
prefix is an affix placed at the front of a root word and serves to modify its grammatical or semantic 
meaning without removing its connection to the base word. A prefix is an affixation element added 
to the beginning of a root word (Amrulloh, 2017). Examples of prefixes in Indonesian include ber-
, per-, ke-, se-, meN-, di-, and ter-. The prefix ber-, for instance, may undergo changes in form 
depending on the initial sound of the root word and can serve various functions such as indicating 
possession, performing an action, or describing a certain condition.  

Based on the analysis of the student’s speech text, it was found that the student made errors 
in prefix usage due to a lack of understanding of the basic meaning of the prefixes or the inability 
to adjust them to the context of the sentence. These errors reflect a weak understanding of the word 
formation system in the Indonesian language.  
Prefix Errors and Explanations:: 
 

1. Wrong Sentence: "Kita harus mempengaruhi teman agar tidak merokok." 
Corrective Setence: "Kita harus memengaruhi teman agar tidak merokok." 
Explanation: 
The word "memengaruhi" comes from the root word "pengaruh" which gets the prefix me-
. In this affixation process, there is no melting of the initial letter of the root word because 
the letter "p" in the word "pengaruh" is part of a syllable, not a pure initial phoneme that is 
subject to melting. Therefore, the standard form that is in accordance with the rules of 
Indonesian morphology is to influence, not to influence. This error is classified as a 
morphophonemic error and often occurs due to the influence of oral speech that does not 
reflect the official written form. In general, in oral form, this word is often pronounced as 
affecting, which is then carried over into writing, even though according to the General 
Guidelines for Indonesian Spelling (PUEBI) and KBBI, the correct spelling is still 
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affecting. This error, if it occurs in a formal speech text, can confuse the listener and 
weaken the accuracy and credibility of the speaker's language. 
 

1) Wrong Sentence: "Merokok bisa didampak buruk bagi tubuh." 
Corrective Setence: "Merokok bisa berdampak buruk bagi tubuh." 
Explanation: 
The root word “dampakt” is a noun. To form a verb that states the existence of an effect, 
the prefix ber- is used, forming the word “dampak”. The use of the prefix di- is incorrect 
because it forms a passive verb from a verb, while “didampak” is not a verb. The word 
“impacted” is not a standard form and is not found in the KBBI. This error is classified as 
morphological-structural and has an impact on the unclear meaning of the sentence. In the 
context of a speech that aims to convince the audience, this error can reduce argumentative 
power due to diction errors. 
 

2) Wrong Sentence: "Kita harus memperingati teman yang merokok di sekolah." 
Corrective Setence: "Kita harus mengingatkan teman yang merokok di sekolah." 
Explanation: 
The prefix mem- in the word “memperingat” in the speech sentence is used incorrectly. 
Morphologically, the word commemorate is a derivative form of the basic word peringat, 
which comes from the word remember, and is formed with the prefix mem-. However, 
semantically, the word commemorate means ‘merayakan’ or ‘menyenang suatu peristiwa’, 
such as in the phrase commemorate Heroes’ Day or commemorate Independence Day. 
Therefore, this word is not appropriate to use in the context of a speech that aims to provide 
advice or reprimand. In this context, a more appropriate word is to remind, which is the 
result of the affixation of the prefix me- + the basic word ingat+ the suffix -kan, with the 
meaning of ‘memberikan peringatan’ or ‘menasehati’. This error reflects that students are 
not yet able to distinguish the meaning of words resulting from affixation that are similar 
in form, but have different semantic functions. Although the morphological form of the 
word commemorate is correct, the use of the word is inappropriate in context because it 
does not match the intention of the invitation or warning in the content of the speech. 
 

3) Wrong Setence: "Kita harus menterapkan hidup sehat di sekolah." 
Corrective Setence: "Kita harus menerapkan hidup sehat di sekolah." 
Explanation :  
The basic word “terap” if given the prefix me- will experience the initial phoneme “t” 
melting into “n”, so the correct form is “menerapkan”, not “menterapkan”. In Indonesian 
morphology, phoneme melting is a phonological process that occurs when the prefix me- 
is attached to a basic word that begins with the letters p, t, s, or k, which causes the initial 
letter to melt or disappear. In this case, the letter “t” in the word “terap” is included in the 
group of phonemes that must melt, so the standard form is mengatasi. This error is 
classified as a morphophonemic error, namely the inaccuracy in applying phonological 
changes to the affixation process. Errors like this often occur because students do not fully 
understand the morphological rules related to phoneme melting which are productive in 
the formation of active verbs. The form “menterapkan” shows that the speaker does not 
recognize the correct affixation pattern, and if this error is left in the context of formal 
speech, it can reduce the quality of message delivery and reduce the clarity of 
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communication. 
 

4) Wrong Setence: "Menyulap berbagai macam penyakit" 
Corrective Setence: "Menyebabkan berbagai macam penyakit" 
Explanation :  
The prefix me- in the word “menyulap” does form an active verb, but the root word “sulap” 
refers to the activity of an illusionist. In the context of a speech about health, the use of the 
word “menyulap” is not only wrong in meaning, but also does not match the purpose of 
the communication. The correct word is “menyebabkan” which is formed from the prefix 
me- + “sebab”. This word conveys the correct causal relationship between smoking and 
the onset of disease. This error indicates that students do not yet understand that not all 
forms with the prefix me- are suitable for all contexts. Word selection must be adjusted to 
the lexical and situational meaning. 
Misuse of prefixes in the speech of students of SMP Negeri 1 Banguntapan, such as in the 

words “menterapkan” (which should be “menerapan”), “mempengaruhi” (which should be 
“memengaruhi”), or “memperingat” (which should be “mengingatan”), shows students' weak 
understanding of morphological rules, especially in the affixation process and phonological 
changes due to phoneme melting. 
This study is in line with the results of Tri Santoso's research (2018) who also highlighted in his 
research that errors in combining the prefix meN- with the suffix -kan are common errors found 
in student speech. This shows that understanding the structure of double affixes, such as in the 
word “mengingatan” (me- + ingat + -kan), is still a challenge, even for adult speakers. Mistakes in 
the use of menanging instead of khawatir in the speech of junior high school students also reflect 
the same error pattern, namely the inability to distinguish words that are similar in form but 
different in semantic function. 

Meanwhile, Zakiyyah et al. (2024) in his research on vocational high school student report 
texts found that morphological errors often stem from students' lack of understanding of the word 
formation process, including the use of affixes according to Indonesian language rules. This study 
strengthens the finding that morphological problems are not just technical problems, but have a 
direct impact on the clarity and accuracy of message delivery in formal communication contexts 
such as speeches. 

Furthermore, errors such as "menterapkan" which do not comply with the rules of phoneme 
effacement of the prefix me- indicate that students do not yet understand the productive rules in 
the formation of active verbs. In this case, the effacement of the phoneme t into n is a mandatory 
morphophonemic phenomenon in basic words such as terap. Ignorance of this creates non-standard 
forms that damage the grammatical structure of sentences. Tarigan (2011:180) states that 
morphological errors like this generally occur due to weak habituation to standard forms and low 
practice in using formal language consistently. 

The finding of an error in the word “memengaruhi” which is written as “mempengaruh” 
also strengthens the findings of Anjarwati and Sabardila (2021) which show that non-standard oral 
habits are often carried over into students' writing. In fact, the form “memengaruhi” does not 
experience melting because the phoneme /p/ in “pengaruh” is not a free initial phoneme, but part 
of a syllable. This incorrect spelling reflects a lack of awareness of the differences between spoken 
phonological forms and written morphemic forms. 
 
3. Mistakes in Using Reduplication (Word Repetition) 

Alwi et al. (2014:121) also state that reduplication is the repetition of a word base, either with 
or without the addition of affixes. The result of this repetition is called a reduplicated word, while 
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the repeated element is the base form. Reduplication is a process of repeating a root word either in 
full or in part, for grammatical purposes such as indicating plurality (anak-anak / children), 
intensity (berlari-lari / running around), or idiomatic expressions (sayur-mayur / various 
vegetables). However, improper use of reduplication can lead to vague meanings, lack of 
effectiveness, or even misinterpretation. In the context of speech, such errors often occur due to 
the influence of informal spoken habits that carry over into formal expression. In the analysis of 
the student’s speech text, although explicit reduplication errors were not frequently found, it is still 
important to highlight the potential for such mistakes as a point of attention in morphology 
learning. 
Reduplication Errors and their explanations: 

1) Wrong Setence: "Banyak anak-anak  yang menjadi korban rokok." 
Corrective Setence: "Banyak anak yang menjadi korban rokok." 
Explanation:  
The sentence "Banyak anak-anak yang menjadi korban rokok" contains an error in the 
use of the plural form. This error is related to the reduplication or repetition of the word, 
namely "anak-anak". In Indonesian, repeated words such as "anak-anak" are used to 
express the plural form or more than one. However, in the sentence there is also the 
word "banyak" which already shows a plural meaning. So, the use of the words 
"banyak" and "anak-anak" together is ineffective because there is a repetition of 
meaning or what is called pleonasm. The word "banyak" is enough to state that what is 
meant is more than one child, so the basic word form does not need to be repeated. 
Therefore, the correct sentence correction is "Banyak anak menjadi korban rokok". 
This sentence clearly states that there are a number of children, without having to repeat 
the word form. Errors like this are often found in the use of everyday language, even 
though in the rules of good and correct Indonesian, we are advised to avoid unnecessary 
repetition of meaning. 
 

2) Wrong Setence: "Rokok-rokok dapat menyebabkan berbagai penyakit kronis." 
Corrective Setence: "Rokok dapat menyebabkan berbagai penyakit kronis." 
Explanation:  
The word “rokok” in the context of a speech is a noun, which in the structure of the 
Indonesian language does not need to be duplicated to express quantity or diversity. As 
a noun, “rokok” already refers to a general category, so that its singular form already 
includes a collective meaning. Therefore, reduplication such as “rokok-rokok” is not 
only necessary, but also has the potential to reduce the effectiveness of communication, 
especially in formal speech texts that demand clarity and accuracy of language. 
Reduplication of the word “rokok” does not add any meaning, but instead creates 
redundant repetition or is called pleonasm. In the context of a speech that prioritizes 
efficiency and accuracy of the message, this form must be avoided so as not to interfere 
with the listener's understanding or weaken the quality of rhetoric. 
 

3) Wrong Setence: "Rokok bisa menimbulkan penyakit-penyakit berbahaya seperti 
kanker, jantung, dan lain-lain." 
Corrective Setence: "Rokok bisa menimbulkan penyakit berbahaya seperti kanker, 
jantung, dan lain-lain." 
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Explanation: 

The use of the word “penyakit” in the sentence is a form of reduplication or repetition 
of words, which in Indonesian language rules generally function to express plural 
meaning, intensity, or diversity. However, in the context of the sentence above, the 
reduplication actually creates pleonasm, which is a repetition of meaning that does not 
add new information. In a formal context such as a speech, sentence effectiveness is 
highly prioritized. Sentences that are concise, dense, and clear are easier for the 
audience to understand and better reflect the accuracy of language. Therefore, the use 
of “penyakit berbahaya” without reduplication is sufficient to convey the meaning that 
there is more than one type of disease in question, especially since it has been explicitly 
explained through the enumeration (list) of diseases afterward. 

Errors in the use of reduplication, such as in the word “penyakit-penyakit” (diseases), 
represent an example of morphological pleonasm—that is, the unnecessary repetition of a word 
form that is not grammatically required because the meaning has already been conveyed elsewhere 
in the sentence. This type of error not only affects the effectiveness of sentence structure but also 
has the potential to reduce the clarity and rhetorical strength of a formal speech. A relevant study 
was conducted by Indah (2015) in the Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra, which revealed that high school 
students often make mistakes in using reduplicated words due to a lack of understanding of their 
grammatical and semantic functions. Indah explained that many students use reduplication merely 
to emphasize quantity, without considering the sentence context, which may already imply 
plurality. The case of “penyakit-penyakit” in a junior high school student’s speech reflects a similar 
tendency, where plurality is already expressed through enumeration (e.g., cancer, heart disease, 
etc.), making the repetition unnecessary. 

Another relevant study was conducted by Widyastuti & Dwijatmoko (2020), who 
investigated morphological aspects in student speech texts. They found that improper use of 
reduplication stemmed from the influence of spoken language and insufficient mastery of formal 
written language norms. In speeches, students tend to use repetition for emphasis or dramatization, 
although in the context of formal or written language, such usage can be seen as a structural 
deviation. These findings reinforce the analysis that forms like “penyakit-penyakit” actually 
weaken the message delivery due to morphological redundancy. Another relevant study by 
Sukmawati (2017) examined morphological errors in junior high school students’ discourse and 
concluded that ineffective reduplication frequently occurs with abstract or general nouns, such as 
penyakit (disease), masalah (problem), pendidikan (education), and so on. Students often treat all 
nouns as if they were concrete, whereas not all nouns can be functionally reduplicated. This 
emphasizes that reduplication must be contextually considered, especially in speech texts that 
demand orderliness and linguistic efficiency. 
 
Analysis of Similarities and Differences in Research 

Research on language errors in speeches has been widely conducted by previous scholars, 
both at the school and university levels. One similarity between this study and previous research 
lies in the focus on morphological errors. For instance, the study by Anggreni and Sabardila (2021) 
also examined errors in phonological, morphological, and syntactic aspects in university student 
speeches. Likewise, this study specifically highlights word formation errors, particularly affixation 
and reduplication, which were frequently found in the students’ speech texts. Another similarity 
appears in the findings that reflect students’ weak understanding of Indonesian morphological 
structure. Zakiyyah et al. (2024) found that morphological errors often occur due to students’ lack 
of knowledge in using affixes correctly. This study found similar results, where ninth-grade 
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students made mistakes in using prefixes such as memper-, me-, or ber- that were inappropriate in 
terms of meaning and semantic function within the sentence. The research by Tri Santoso (2018) 
also shows similarities, as it identified errors in double affixation and improper use of reduplication 
in formal speech. 

However, there are several significant differences between this study and previous studies. 
First, in terms of the research subjects: previous studies mostly focused on university students 
(Anggreni & Sabardila, 2021; Santoso, 2018) or public figures such as the President (Debi et al., 
2021; Aris, 2024). In contrast, this study centers on ninth-grade junior high school students 
learning to compose formal speech texts, making its contribution more relevant to the context of 
secondary education. 

Second, the difference also lies in the type of data analyzed. Some earlier studies, such as 
Giawa (2022), used recorded speech readings to analyze phonemic errors. Meanwhile, this study 
uses authentic written speech texts from student assignments as the data source, providing more 
analyzable written linguistic data, especially from a morphological perspective. This adds value in 
understanding students’ ability to produce formal written language. 

Third, the speech theme in this study is contextual and closely related to students’ social 
reality, namely “The Dangers of Smoking for Students.” This differs from previous studies, which 
tended to focus on more general or national-level themes such as state or campaign speeches. The 
theme chosen in this study allows for the discovery of more natural and student-specific 
morphological errors in their speech expressions, offering a reflection of their linguistic abilities 
in conveying ideas formally. 

Thus, although there are similarities in the focus on analyzing language errors—
particularly morphological ones—this study makes a unique contribution in terms of its subject, 
context, and data approach. It fills a gap in the study of Indonesian language learning at the junior 
high school level and provides important implications for teachers in guiding students to compose 
speech texts in accordance with standard and effective Indonesian language norms. 

 
Conclusion   
Based on the results of the analysis of the speech texts of grade IX students of SMP Negeri 1 
Banguntapan, it can be concluded that there are still many errors in the use of word forms that are 
not in accordance with the rules of Indonesian language morphology. These errors include the use 
of prefixes, word reduplication, non-standard word forms, and morphological structures that 
interfere with the clarity and formality of the speech content. Overall, 14 morphological errors 
were found, indicating that students' understanding of word forms is still relatively low. This is 
most likely caused by the lack of habituation in using standard Indonesian in formal situations and 
the lack of explicit exercises that focus on the accuracy of word forms. These findings reinforce 
the importance of more focused and contextual Indonesian language learning, especially in the 
morphological aspect. Teachers need to pay special attention to practicing composing good speech 
texts and guiding students in recognizing errors in word forms systematically. That way, students 
are expected to be able to speak more precisely, effectively, and in accordance with 
formal language rules. 
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