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This study aims to describe: (1) SKS planning and compatibility with the
Independent Learning Curriculum; (2) the implementation of the SKS
program in the Independent Learning Curriculum in improving the
quality of student output; (3) SKS program evaluation; (4) constraints
and solutions for implementing SKS in the Independent Learning
Curriculum. This type of research is descriptive qualitative research with
a case study design. Observation data collection techniques, in-depth
interviews and documentation. The object of this study is credits on the
independent learning curriculum to improve student quality. The research
subjects were the Principal, Deputy Head of Curriculum, SKS
management teachers and students. The data validation technique uses
source and technique triangulation. Data analysis techniques use the
Miles and Huberman analysis model, namely data collection, data
reduction, data presentation, and conclusion. The results of the study
show (1) the SKS planning carries out various preparations and other
supports, as well as the compatibility between the independent
curriculum and the SKS; (2) the implementation of the credits in the
Independent Curriculum to improve the quality of the output is proven by
students who undergo the credits study program being accepted at PTN
or PTS; (3) the evaluation of the credit program looks at the achievement
of the credit program in serving students; (4) the obstacle in
implementing the SKS program lies in the lack of understanding of
students, parents, and teacher commitment. The solution is to hold
discussions and evaluate things that need to be addressed in the future.

INTRODUCTION

Education is an important part that cannot be separated from life. With education, it will
change the perspective and thinking of a person in the future for the better. In improving the quality
of education, one of the factors that determine the success of the implementation of education is
the curriculum. The national curriculum that has been prepared by the government can be used as
a reference for schools in carrying out curriculum development in the learning process, namely
content standards and process standards(Kurniawati & Andari, 2018). The revision of the
curriculum was carried out as an effort to update because the content determines the transfer of
competencies possessed by students.

The implementation of the Independent Learning Curriculum is one of the efforts made by the
Indonesian government as a policy direction in learning to improve the quality of human resources.
The implementation of the policy of implementing independent learning proclaimed by the
Minister of Education and Culture, Nadiem Anwar Makarim which was delivered at the
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commemoration of National Teacher's Day in 2019 is a program to face the challenges of 21st
century learning. This program is motivated by the many complaints from the public, both from
educators and parents regarding Indonesia's education system is considered lacking. Freedom of
learning is freedom of thought, which is born first from the teacher as the essence of freedom of
thought(Bahar & Herli, Sundi, 2020).

According to (Kemdikbud, 2020)The Freedom to Learn Policy is implemented to accelerate the
achievement of the national education goals, namely to increase the quality of Indonesian human
resources who have superiority and competitiveness compared to other countries. This is in
accordance with the implementation of the Semester Credit System program, students need a
special program that can optimally support the development of their potential. These children need
differentiated educational programs and services beyond the reach of regular school programs in
order to realize their contribution to society as well as to their own development.(Firosad, 2019).

The implementation of the implementation of the semester credit system can be caused by
several things, namely students who have faster abilities in understanding lessons, students who
have mastered the subject matter in the classroom through learning outside the classroom, and
students who have advantages with intelligence above the average who use the normal curriculum.
inappropriate and not academically challenged. The main purpose of developing this credit-based
curriculum is to provide special opportunities for students who have excellence (Supriyanto, 2016).

The implementation of SKS learning is carried out in the form of differentiated learning in
groups of students who have different learning speeds. Efforts to develop an independent
curriculum with student-centered learning with the application of differentiated learning(Fitra,
2022). In this case, placing the national curriculum and a curriculum that has been adapted to the
abilities possessed by students who have learning differentiation as part of the class itself. The use
of a credit-based curriculum is one of the innovative efforts to adjust to the demands of curriculum
differentiation that is able to serve the needs of students in learning activities.

In implementing the Semester Credit System, it is possible to accelerate student learning
motivation to become an effort at Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School so that it can produce
quality graduates/output students. According to Sahney in (Ira Setyaningsih & Muchammad Abrori,
2013)The education system can be seen as a transformation system with inputs, processes and
outputs. So it is necessary to implement the SKS program that has been implemented properly and
is structured in accordance with existing policies and of course continues to experience quality
improvements so that it is able to produce graduates/output students who are getting better in
each implementation period.

METHOD

This research is included in the type of descriptive qualitative research with a case study
design. The research subjects were school principals, deputy principals for curriculum, teachers
managing/responsible for the credit program and students. The object of this study is the Semester
Credit System in the independent learning curriculum to improve the quality of students. This
research was conducted at Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School in April 2023 - May 2023.
The instrument used was an interview guide which contained the main questions about the matter
being studied. The data was collected through observation, in-depth interviews and documentation
to obtain the required information.

To check the validity of the research data using triangulation techniques. Triangulation is
defined as a data collection technique that combines various data collection techniques and existing
data sources(Sugiyono, 2020). In this study, the source triangulation technique was used, which
was achieved by comparing information data to different informants. While technical triangulation
is checking data from the same source but with different techniques through the results of
interviews, observations, and documentation. In analyzing the data, the researcher used the Miles
and Huberman interactive analysis model (Rijali, 2019)with steps including data collection, data
reduction, presenting data, and drawing conclusions/verification.
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RESULTS

SKS planning and suitability with the independent learning curriculum implemented at
Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School

Based on the results of field data obtained at the planning stage, there are many things that
must be prepared in implementing the semester credit system program, namely starting from
permits to run the credit program obtained from the government through the Provincial Education
Office, then school stakeholders carry out their roles according to their duties in improving output
quality. Learners. In addition, the planning of the semester credit system is adjusted to the current
curriculum policy, namely the independent learning curriculum, which also includes credit services
so that credit and independent curriculum can be aligned because they are oriented towards
teachers and students in terms of improving the quality they have to be able to learn. independently,

The results of the study found that school principals in carrying out SKS planning at
Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School included: 1) equipping teachers as a form of
preparation for the implementation of SKS at Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School, namely
by providing in-house training, 2) forming a curriculum development team (TPK), 3) have enough
teaching materials to use in organizing credits (RPP), 4) adequate facilities and infrastructure to
support learning activities.

Implementation of the SKS program in the Independent Learning Curriculum in improving
the quality of output of students at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar

The implementation of the SKS service involves all students, both those with special and
average intelligence. For students who have above average abilities, they will study for 6 semesters
(2 years), while for students who have normal abilities, they will take 8 semesters but within 3
years of study.

a) Student selection and mapping procedures.

Student mapping for. For students who are able to learn fast. Student mapping is done by
looking at the results of the 1Q totaling 130 and the final semester scores. From the results of the
mapping, it can be classified based on the speed of learning. The three study groups that have
different criteria must be facilitated until the students complete all the required subjects in the
curriculum.

The selection stages that were passed were based on the results of research documents in the
field, namely:

e The intelligent student category on the psychological test at the beginning of entry
e The top 10 parallels in the value of knowledge and skills in semester 1 report cards
e Student and Parent Consent
o (Consideration of the homeroom teacher and subject teacher
e Have a minimum good attitude /behavior

b) Study load

SKS study load at school has been regulated through the use of KRS and the study load per
semester is 44 credits. Services for students through BK, and academic advisors.

c) Scoring system

Student learning achievement is measured by achievement, the KKM of a UKBM is the basis for
students to continue studying the next UKBM until students achieve completeness for all UKBM in
a subject.

d) Graduate criteria

The graduation criteria for students at Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School are
determined by the school, namely by completing the entire learning load with a predetermined
minimum passing mark, obtaining an attitude /behavior score with a good predicate, and predicting
being able to be accepted at a favorite PTN or PTS.

Credit program evaluation
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The results of the study found that evaluation activities carried out on the SKS program are
carried out annually by the Central Java Provincial Education Office to see the success of achieving
SKS in schools in serving the abilities of students who are classified as students who have high,
medium, and average learning abilities. Then the results of the evaluation will be reported to
stakeholders and other parties who need it. The evaluation discusses the commitment that each
SKS implementing school stakeholder has. Evaluation of the SKS program at SMA Muhammadiyah
1 Karanganyar has established an evaluation system and is measurable for conducting evaluations
every year.

The evaluation system found in the Semester Credit System (SKS) program at SMA
Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar includes:

a) Evaluation of the curriculum, adjusting the curriculum policies that apply to the
programs set by the school.

b) Evaluation of the credit management is carried out quarterly evaluation, namely the
procurement of evaluations every 3 months to see the achievements of students, and
evaluate the obstacles to implementing the credit program.

c) Evaluation of the learning and learning process, this evaluation focuses on the use of
strategies, methods used by teachers during teaching and learning activities, then makes
comparisons of the application of learning strategies in order to improve the quality of
students.

Evaluation of student achievement and output is carried out at the end of the semester from
learning outcomes in the form of student report card scores that have increased or decreased
during the study period of one semester, then compared the achievement results obtained by
students with the previous semester. If the value has increased, the student is considered
independent in his learning activities, follow-up by conducting interviews with students whether
they are able to graduate within 2 years.

Constraints and solutions for implementing SKS at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar

Constraints and alternative solutions to the implementation of the SKS

No. Constraint Alternative Problem Solving
a. Take advantage of textbooks as the
1 Teaching and Learning Activity main teaching material
' Unit b. Providing motivation and training in
preparing UKBM

a. Mapping of students since the
beginning of semester 2 (Two)
b. There are regular class teachers and
teachers
c. Understanding of the material is
prioritized in line with completeness
d. For students who do not complete in
one semester, they are given the
opportunity for a remedial program
e. For students who complete, enrichment
material is given
a. BK teacher support in motivating
students and assessing them
b. There are not many task demands on
students but completeness is achieved
according to KD targets.

The results in the field obtained data regarding the obstacles during the implementation of
the SKS program, namely: 1) lack of understanding of students and parents regarding the SKS
program; 2) there are still teachers who are not committed and indifferent to the implementation

Heterogeneous PBM
management

Psychological students in the SKS
program
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of credits; 3) LKPD collection time that is not timely or inefficient; 4) the number of subjects in
one day; 5) the large number of work on LKPD assignments carried out by students which made
the enthusiasm for learning decreased, 6) the change in the new curriculum which made an
overhaul of the UKBM that had been made by the teacher. Besides that, the psychological
conditions of students who are undergoing the learning process with their seniors, as well as
various learning conditions.
The solution that can be carried out by the implementation of the SKS system in overcoming
various existing obstacles is through, the following results were found:
a) Hold regular discussions and dialogues in order to improve the quality of students at SMA
Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar
b) Re-evaluating matters that need to be addressed for the implementation of the SKS in the
future
¢) Starting and implementing new things that serve as a vehicle for learning to innovate and
create.

DISCUSSION

The explanation in the guidebook for implementing SKS stated that at the stage or mechanism for
implementing SKS, namely through the preparatory stage, internal socialization of the school
community was carried out, then verification of permits and an inventory of the needs for
implementing SKS, and internal and external socialization. This, as explained, is also related to
the involvement of school principals by Directorate of high school development(SMA, 2017) The
involvement of the school principal in the preparation of the SKS implementation is based on the
implementation guidelines, namely:

a. Establish a SKS implementation team (Curriculum Development Team/TPK)

b. Submit a permit to the Provincial Education Office to obtain a recommendation for obtaining
a license to administer SKS to the Directorate of High School Development. This permit can
be carried out collectively coordinated by the Provincial Education Office.

The principal has an important position in planning activities, it is necessary to pay attention
to improving student learning outcomes in the learning process. Research conducted
by(Wafroturohmabh, sabar narimo, 2016) namely the principal has an important role in improving
education in schools, the main purpose of leadership is in providing services to all students and
facilitating them so that they can develop their abilities, talents and interests and needs. In
improving the quality of education, principals are required to have a vision, mission, and
education management strategy that is used as a review of the quality of education, the principal
as the highest manager in the school is expected to be able to create a work climate that motivates
teachers to improve their performance to achieve goals.

The principal must be able to lead while organizing and also managing the implementation
of the teaching and learning program held in the school he is leading. The above data exposure is
in accordance with the results of the study(Suna & Wabula, 2019)that it was found that policy
planning using the SKS model formed a management team, conducted seminars, selected teachers
and students, prepared work programs and submitted permits by submitting proposals.

In planning all stakeholders or school components need to adapt to the existing learning
conditions starting from the applicable curriculum and program implementation. The learning
process requires independence because independence must be attached to subjects who carry
out the learning process of children or adults. Including involving the support of many
parties(Ningrum, 2022).The SKS program planning has been adjusted with the implementation
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of the independent learning curriculum which has begun to be implemented. This plan has
relevance to research(Naufal et al, 2020)who explained that the SKS program is one that
supports the independent learning curriculum because it supports the development of students'
interests and talents as well. This is supported by the statement during the joint interview that
the SKS program is a service that is adapted to the independent learning curriculum and is not a
different thing because in the curriculum itself there is a service, and the planning involvement
of both is the same.

From the results of the presentation of the implementation of the credits that have been
explained in line with the research conducted by(Hardiana et al., 2020)which states that students
must be facilitated to be able to achieve learning mastery in each subject optimally according to
their learning speed. Learning and learning processes must be designed and facilitated in
achieving mastery learning, as well as the use of teaching materials supported by the use of
learning modules. Learning carried out in schools has been student-centered so that this is in
accordance with the provisions of the implementation of the semester credit system and the
independent learning curriculum in improving the quality or quality of students. In addition to
this, it can be said that students who have fast learning abilities can complete their education in
less than 3 years.

These results are in accordance with research(Hardini & Sulasmono, 2016)who explained
the results that in terms of results that are in line with other studies students who take credits
have intelligence beyond their friends, and in terms of grades are also superior. So that in this
case students are able to complete their education within 2 years. Research by (Wijaya et al.,
2019)states that the learning load or lesson hours for organizing SKS are equivalent to lesson
hours at a package system school, namely 45 minutes, the learning load must be completed by
students according to their learning speed.

Improving the output quality of educational institutions in the academic field, for example
increasing national exam scores, increasing the number of graduates accepted at superior PTN
and PTS, becoming winners in various academic Olympiads(Umam, 2018). Improving the quality
of education will achieve optimal results if the components in schools meet the requirements, one
of which is that a teacher is expected to be able to master his field of knowledge in depth and have
pedagogic potential to equip himself to become a quality educator.(Hakim & Yahya, 2018).

The concept of independent learning is a form of freedom for teachers and students to think
and innovate in learning independently, creatively and responsibly in a happy atmosphere.
Freedom of learning is not limited by space and time, based on projects and directed to apply
their soft skills and hard skills in the world of work and is free to choose subject matter that
students like(Yuliawan et al., 2023). The teacher in this curriculum is more of a facilitator for their
students, and students as learning centers, this will certainly make the atmosphere in the class
more active from student learning activities. Study(Rohmah, 2016)explained that the teacher
plays an important role in the classroom, in increasing resources that have broad knowledge and
skills in accordance with the competencies, norms and values that apply. In addition to peer
training activities as a very effective strategy for mastering new skills in teaching activities. The
training to produce the understanding needed to improve the performance provided to teachers
can be in the form of In Service Learning, or On the job training (O]T) (Slameto et al., 2017).

High school graduates are educated by building a mindset, namely a mindset to go to a higher
level. So as to produce quality graduates who are creative and productive, namely graduates who
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are concerned with the formation of the ability to create, and produce findings. The semester
credit system provides an opportunity for all students who are normal and have the potential for
intelligence or special talent to take part in education. Students who have above average
intelligence are encouraged by the school to be able to graduate within 2 years and facilitate
students to graduate within 3 years.

To assess and measure the success of the semester credit system (SKS) program, an
evaluation is needed to see its efficiency and effectiveness. According to(Supriyanto, 2018, bk.
183)states that the evaluation of managers is carried out once a year which includes: (1) the level
of relevance of education to the vision, mission and objectives; (2) the level of attainment of
National Education Standards by the Education Unit; (3) the level of efficiency and productivity
of educational units; (4) the level of competitiveness of educational units at the regional, national,
regional and global levels. Evaluation of results is carried out every semester so that the final
results are from UTS, and the continuation of students in tertiary institutions. The results of the
evaluation become supporting data for the quality of education through the implementation of
credits. Evaluation of the teaching process is needed by the teacher to fulfill his duties as an
educator, namely to create a pleasant classroom atmosphere(Irfandi & Hazal Fitri, 2018), this is
in accordance with the implementation of an independent curriculum which requires teachers to
be able to create a pleasant atmosphere in their learning. The researcher observed that the results
showed that the supporting factors were facilities and infrastructure. Based on the results of field
observations, it was found that there were remedial and enrichment activities carried out for
students who had not yet reached the KKM score. To improve the management of the credit
system. Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar High School also always participates in activities held by
the government regarding any matters that need to be improved in evaluation activities at the
school itself.

Obstacles or constraints on the implementation of the Semester Credit System The research
results disclosed are in accordance with the research(Jumad, 2021)the results of his research
indicate that there are inhibiting factors for the implementation of SKS learning at the research
site, alack of teacher commitment in facilitating student fast learning groups, and a lack of. Efforts
made by schools in this case are selecting teachers who have a high commitment. Another
similarity is found in research (Wulandary., 2021)which stated that the inhibiting factors for
credits were from the point of view of society who could not accept that their children studied
using the semester credit system. This study has difficulties in providing understanding to
teachers because of the teacher's ability to teach in class. if students' interest in learning
decreases, it will affect student learning achievement, because this program is based on student
learning speed which refers to student learning completeness(Pratama, 2022) .

The research results from(Hardiana et al., 2020)The results of his research explained that
the constraints that were the weakness of the SKS implementation were the lack of teacher
readiness and had not participated in training activities (training), senior teachers who did not
understand the use of IT so they could not prepare their own lesson plans. So that efforts are
needed that can be done in the form of assistance in processing values and compiling lesson plans.
In addition, the school also provides training in the form of in-house training by inviting experts
who are experts in implementing the semester credit system.

CONCLUSION
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Based on research that has been conducted at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Karanganyar, it can be
concluded that it requires careful planning, implementation based on regulations and guidelines
from the government, as well as good evaluation activities. For planning activities, preparing
documents and learning support facilities and credit planning activities are in accordance with
the curriculum that requires students to improve their competence. The implementation of the
SKS has been going well, as evidenced by the quality of the output of students who have
undergone a 2-year study program and have been accepted at tertiary institutions. For the
measurement and improvement activities of the activities carried out, namely through the
evaluation of the credit program carried out in schools. There are still obstacles in the
implementation of the semester credit system (SKS).
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